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Current Trends 


A new poll conducted by Barnhill-Hayes, Inc., a Milwaukee based consulting firm, indicates that 
affirmative action programs may place emphasis on the handicapped in the future. Of some 155 
corporate personnel officers polled, 58 percent said that the handicapped should be the focus of 
affirmative action plans. 


A recent nationwide opinion poll conducted by the Roper Organization indicates that there is a 
‘*widespread’’ decline in anger over income taxes. The survey also found support for the present private 
health insurance and Medicare system as opposed to a publicly financed National Health Program, and a 
constitutional convention to draft an amendment limiting Federal Government spending. 


The Harlem Interfaith Housing Council, composed of eight cooperating churches in the area, is 
sponsoring a $9.8 million low- and middle-income housing complex. When completed in about two 
years, the 29-story structure will contain 39 one-bedroom, 77 two-bedroom, 40 three-bedroom and 
19 four-bedroom apartments. 


A rural housing needs study has been initiated by the National Institute for Advanced Studies (NIAS). 


The study will seek to determine the housing needs and conditions in nonmetropolitan jurisdictions and 
the extent of Federal housing coverage in nonmetropolitan jurisdictions. NIAS is a minority contractor. 


New Building Codes Hamper Rehabilitation 


The National Bureau of Standards has issued a report which indicates that building codes issued for 
new buildings hamper the rehabilitation of old buildings. The report, Jmpact of Building Regulations on 
Rehabilitation, outlined some of the major problems in the field. Among them it noted that: 


®@ Many building officials were slow to accept innovative solutions to code problems because they lack 
technical knowledge on which to base decisions which impact on building safety. 


@ Alterations must comply with ‘‘new’’ codes if the costs fall within 25-50 percent of the building’s 
value. The entire building must meet ‘‘new”’ code specifications if the alterations costs exceed 50 
percent of total value. 


@ ‘‘New’’ building codes often do not include older construction methods and materials primarily 
because they are not usually found in current building catalogues. 


The report may be obtained for $2.30 from the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. 





Housing Bias Hits Dark-Skinned Chicanos Hardest 


If you're a dark skinned Chicano, trying to rent an apartment in the Dallas, Texas area your chances of 
encountering discrimination are very high, according to a report released recently by HUD. The report, 
based on audits of rental market practices in the Dallas metropolitan area, is an experimental extension 
of a nationwide study released by HUD earlier. That study revealed a substantial level of discrimination 
against blacks in both rental and sales markets. 


Discriminatory behavior was examined in five areas: availability of apartments, terms and conditions of 
rental, the manner in which rental agents conveyed information to apartment seekers, the manner in 
which the rental agency behaved toward apartment seekers and the type of information demanded from 
would-be renters. 


The audit results indicate that both dark-skinned and light-skinned Chicano applicants encountered 
biased treatment in all given categories more often than white applicants. Dark-skinned Chicanos were 
discriminated against more frequently than light-skinned Chicanos. The difference is especially evident 
for treatment on availability where the measured incidence of discrimination was 42.5 percent for 
dark-skinned Chicanos and 16.0 percent for light-skinned Chicanos. 


Program Boosts Role of Minorities 


HUD, the Ford and Carnegie foundations and the National Institute of Education (NIE) have 
announced a program to increase the participation of minorities in applied research in urban develop- 
ment, finance and impact analysis. The program, to be established by the National Urban Coalition 
(NUC) and conducted with the cooperation of Atlanta University, will be funded by NIE and the two 
foundations. The NUC is widely known for its work in policy analysis in the areas of housing and labor 
problems. A HUD spokesman said ‘‘The inclusion of Atlanta University, a black institution, will assist 
in the training of more minority ‘urbanists’ and result in a greater number joining the mainstream of 
policy analysis.”’ 


Consortium activities will include policy research, training opportunities for minority policy analysts, 
seminars and workshops, and publication and dissemination of urban policy analysis. Emphasis will be 
placed on the exchange of information, upgrading of skills and the provision of internships and assistant- 
ships for graduate students. 


8.1. 


Institute of Real Estate Management. . . Course 501, Long-Range Management Plan for Residential 
Properties. . . San Diego, California, September 5-8. Details: IREM, 430 N. Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 (312/440-8600). 


Institute of Real Estate Management. . . Marketing and Management of Residential 
Property. . . Orlando, Fla., September 9-15. Details: IREM, 430 N. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, 
Illinois 60611 (312/440-8600). 


Housing. . . Fundamentals of Professional Marketing. . . Chicago, September 10-11; Costa Mesa, 
Ca., October 15-16; Miami, December 13-14. Details: Seminar Department, Housing, 1221 Avenue of 
the Americas, New York, N.Y. 10020 (212/997-6691). 


Architectural Record. . . Seminar on Marketing Non-residential Interior Design Services. . . Chicago, 
September 14; New York City, October 12. Details: McGraw-Hill, Inc. 1221 Avenue of the Americas, 
New York, N.Y. 10020. (212/977-3088). 





Bank Successful in Aiding Blighted Area 


Chicago’s South Shore National Bank has proved that it is possible to make a profit while investing 
funds in deteriorating neighborhoods. Five years ago the bank made development loans to arrest blight 
in the South Shore district, a primarily black area of some 80,000 residents. Today, the bank is planning 
to follow up its successful venture by embarking on an even larger rehabilitation effort. It also is 
planning to conduct a series of seminars for bankers in Chicago and other cities who would like to know 
more about the bank’s methods and experiences. In the five-year investment period, the bank granted 
loans in the South Shore community totaling some $18 million. In 1977-78 the bank financed the 
rehabilitation of 625 multifamily housing units at a cost of $3.7 million. It also granted mortgages for 
114 single-family homes, 37 mortgages for multifamily homes, 209 home improvement loans, 125 
commercial loans and 293 student loans. 


Boston Housing Authority Goes Into Receivership 


The Suffolk Superior Court has taken over the day-to-day control of the Boston Housing Authority 
after four years of hearings and suits by tenants. The Authority has 62 public housing projects serving 
about one-tenth of the city’s residents. The court’s move is aimed at improving conditions which are 
marked by a lack of sanitary and maintenance services, crime and vandalism in many of the housing 
projects. The Authority houses some 50,000 residents in 20,000 apartments. About 28 percent of the 
apartments are vacant because of vandalism. 


Court Strikes Down Plainfield Ordinance 


The New Jersey Supreme Court has struck down a Plainfield, New Jersey zoning ordinance limiting the 
number of unrelated persons li, ng in a housing unit. In a 5-to-2 opinion, the court said regulations 
based on biological or legal relationships of individuals did not ‘‘reflect the real world’ and violated the 
due process and the right-of-privacy guarantees of the State Constitution. The Plainfield ordinance 
prohibited more than four persons who were ‘‘not related by blood, marriage or adoption’’ from 
occupying a single-family unit. The court pointed out that the ordinance would prevent five widows 
from living together, but would permit 10 distant cousins to occupy a single unit. ' 


USES Publishes Model Handbook 


United South End Settlements (USES) of Boston has completed a four-volume set of handbooks 
related to housing improvements and community economic development schemes at the local level. 
USES says the handbooks will assist other community organizations in the process of developing 
neighborhood improvement programs. The set of handbooks may be purchased from USES, 48 Rutland 
Street, Boston, MA 02118 (617-266-5451) for $25.00. Individual prices are listed below. 


@ Vol. 1. Housing Improvement Planning Project-Final Demonstration Plan for South End. $12.00. 


@ Vol. II Rehabilitation/Repair Handbook Selection Criteria, Survey Plans and Costs for Residential 
Units and Structures. $8.00. 


@ Vol. III Innovative Housing Improvement Strategies-The State of the Art. $6.00. 


@ Vol. IV /nnovative Housing Improvement Strategies-An Inventory of Funding Sources. $5.00. 





Publications Avaliable 


Practical Real Estate Legal, Tax and Business Strategies. . . parallels the movement of a real estate 
deal, starting with an overview of the business and tax benefits of real estate investment and an 
introduction of some of the concepts and jargon used in the business. $48.00. Available from United 
Media International, Inc., 306 Dartmouth Street, Boston, Ma. 02116 


Investment in Subsidized Housing: Opportunities and Risks. . . deals with Section 8 subsidized 
multifamily housing and includes data on available subsidies. $10.00 Available from Pilot Books, 347 
Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016. 


Energy Supply and Demand in the Midterm: 1985, 1990 and 1995. . . presents the results of the 
midterm analysis portion of the Energy Information Administration (EIA) second annual report to 
Congress. $9.50. Available from National Technical Information Service (NTIS), U.S. Department 
of Commerce, Springfield, Virginia 22161. 


Remodeling a House — Will it Be Worthwhile. . . tells how to decide if it will be practical to remodel an 
old house. . . outlines things to be checked before making a decision. Free. Available from the 
Consumer Information Center, Dept. 670G, Pueblo, Colo., 81009. 


Mid-Year Summary of State Legislative Action. . . includes significant changes affecting banks, savings 
and loans, credit unions and savings banks. $10 non-members. Available from Emily Kennedy, Office 
of State Legislative Counsel, American Bankers Association, 1120 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20036 (202/4244). 


1979 Retail Banking Credit Report. . . covers critical issues including interbank services, indicators of 
changes anticipated in loan portfolios, information on second-trust lending and expanded terms of loans. 
$14.00 members, $20.00 non-members. Available from American Bankers Association, 1120 
Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 (Order process number: 207-8000). 
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